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On the afternoon of March 3, Patriotic Union (UP) leader Jose Antequera was shot to death by hired
gunmen armed with 9mm automatic handguns at the El Dorado international airport in Bogota.
Antequera, who was shot at least 15 times, was pronounced dead on arrival at the San Pedro Claver
Clinic. Also killed were Manuel Rodriguez, an official in the Attorney General's Office, and one of
Antequera's bodyguards. Sen. Ernesto Samper Pizano of the Liberal Party, a presidential hopeful,
was wounded. Also injured were two little girls and passengers waiting to board planes. Police said
a total of eight persons were wounded. Sen. Samper sustained three bullet wounds to the lower
abdomen. As of Friday night, he was reported to be out of danger. Police said one attacker was killed
by bodyguards, three were captured, and four escaped unhurt. The attackers struck at 3:40 p.m.,
when the political leaders arrived at the airport, escorted by bodyguards, to fly to Cucuta, near the
Venezuelan border, and Barranquilla, on the Atlantic coast. Antequera, 34, was a member of the
UP's national directorate, and before switching to the UP two years ago, had served as secretary
general of Colombia's communist youth organization (Juventudes Comunistas de Colombia-JUC).
The UP leader had been a major proponent of peace talks between the government and leftist
guerrilla organizations. Antequera was the third leftist leader assassinated last week in Bogota. On
Feb. 27, two communist party leaders, Teofilo Forero and Antonio Sotelo, were murdered. Both
politicians had received death threats, and were accompanied everywhere by armed bodyguards.
Officials said Antequera was the apparent target. In response to Antequera's murder, disturbances
broke out in several cities. Riot squad police rapidly dispersed the largest, which took place at the
National University and outside the UP headquarters in Bogota. The UP claims to have lost more
than 500 party members in attacks by rightwing paramilitary groups in the last three years. On
March 6, the UP and the Communist Party postponed Antequera's funeral after authorities banned
a public demonstration in his honor in Bolivar Plaza, downtown Bogota. On Monday, party and
city officials negotiated the details of the proposed funeral procession at Bogota's city hall, while
Antequera's family members, friends and groups of sympathizers waited outside for five hours
in a driving rain. Bogota Mayor Andres Pastrana banned the ceremony at Bolivar plaza on March
5 to forestall disturbances. He also announced a prohibition on street demonstrations elsewhere,
a ban on liquor sales and consumption, and a public holiday for the city's schools. Pastrana said
he would allow the funeral procession only to a cemetery on the northern edge of the city. Late
on March 6, it appeared the negotiators had agreed Antequera could be buried early March 7 in
a downtown Bogota cemetery. The UP and CP issued a statement condemning the government's
refusal to allow them to publicly honor Antequera, describing the decision as "miserable, not
very bright and provocative." The parties also accused government soldiers of helping right-wing
groups to assassinate more than 800 UP and CP members in the past four years. On Monday, the
national government beefed up security measures. Military police lined the streets of the capital
and cordoned off Bolivar Plaza. Armored cars were posted at strategic points across the city to head
off demonstrations. Interior Minister Raul Orejuela said he was trying to prevent the sort of bloody
disorders and looting which followed the October 11, 1987 killing of UP founder and president Jaime
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Pardo Leal. [Basic data from AFP, 03/03/89, 03/06/89; AP, 03/03/89; DPA, 03/04/89; Uno Mas Uno
(Mexico), 03/04/89]
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